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THE MEN WHO DIED IN BATTLE
I—-DEATH AND AFTER

I

TO most people looking out upon the world-

tragedy of to-day, the most painful
and perplexing thought seems to be the
appalling waste of human life, the thousands
and thousands of splendid fellows in the prime -
of their young manhood, with the high promise
of their future unreahsed cut off in a moment.
Even to outsiders it is an appalling thought,
What must it be to the friends who loved them,
to the mothers who are breaking their hearts
all over Europe to-day ?

The awful waste of it!—all the loving
thought over their childhood, all the care, the
anxiety, the effort, the earnest prayers ‘that.
God would make them good and noble men;
all the hopes and pride in the high promise
that they showed! Waste! Waste! The
lads are dead. All that they might have been -
and done in the world is lost. The kindly,

9 2



10 THE MEN WHO DIED IN BATTLE

sympathetic friends have little comfort to
offer. “ He has died in a noble cause. Time
will bring blessed easing to the agony of to-day.
We must bow in resignation under the mys-
terious will of God.” ~Ah, it is poor comfort.
It does not help the mother’s pain or the
- perplexity of men about the fine young lives
wasted.

* Console if you will—we can bear it,

"Tis & kindly wasting of breath;

But not ‘all the talking since Adam
Can make death to be other than death.”

II

What is the message of the Church of
Christ in this matter ? Has she any word from
her Master to the world to “ make death to .
be other than death?” Aye, has she!
Listen to it. That there is no death. That
what seems to us death is only birth into a
larger, fuller life, with nobler opportunities,
with more developed powers. That as the
baby’s eyes open from the darkness of the
womb to sunlight upon this earth, so will the
eyes that close in the darkness of death open
on “a light that never was on sea or land.”

How can I put before you in the short
limits' of a sermon the message of our holy
religion about * the men who died in battle ” ?
~ You must think hard. You must follow me
closely,

Flrst concentrate your attentxon on the
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- self within you—the mysterious, spiritual being
that you call *“ I ’—that real self which stands
behind the body looking out at me now
through the windows of your eyes, receiving
messages through the portals of your ears;
which is not the body, but owns and uses the
body; which is not the brain, but works
through the brain, its instrument; which is
not the train of thoughts and feelings and
emotions, but experiences these thoughts and
feelings and emotions.

Realise that this mysterious spiritual “ I
within is the real man himself—that the body
is only his outward garment, continually being
woven by him out of certain chemical sub-
stances. 'That this body is continually chang-
ing its substance like the rainbow in the sky
or the eddy in the river. That the body you
have to-day is no more the body of five years
- ago than the fire on your hearth to-night is
the same that was there this morning. I have
had a dozen different bodies since I was born.
I am all the time laying them aside like the
old clothes that I have done with. But “17
am the same still. »

Realise that my brain is only the instrument
-~ played on by “me,” who stand behind it.
That the particles of my brain are always

. changing. That I have had a dozen brains

since I was born, so far as its material particles
-are concerned. Yet memory insists that 1
am still the same “I1” in spite of all these
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changes of brain, and I can remember what [ .
said and did with those old vanished brains
of mine twenty and thirty years ago. '

Realise that “I” am not the thoughts and
feelings and emotions. They are mine. They
are not I. They are only passing phases of
my being. They are always changing. Every-
thing around is changing. 1 remain the same
being always. Nothing else in the universe
remains the same—except God. God and “ L.”

Realise especially the  continuity of per-
sonal identity in this “ L’ this' self within,
in spite of all bodily changes. Not a particle
remains of the brain or nerves or tongue or
eyes or hands or feet with which “I” did a
good or evil deed twenty years ago, but it is
absolutely impossible for me to doubt that it
was “ I’ who did it, that “1” to-day deserve
the praise or blame which is due to it.

111

Now have I helped you even a little to
think of this mysterious, supernatural, personal
self and to think of it apart from the perish- -
able body, apart from the brain and heart and
eye and tongue : the instruments which it uses ?
For, if so, you W]ll see better what the Bible
means by a man’s soul as distinguished from
his body. You will see better that this self
‘which you call “ I is the real man, the man
in the centre of his being, the man as he lives



THE MEN WHO DIED IN BATTLE - I

beneath the eye of God and enters into rela-
tions with God—the man for whom the Bible
announces that exciting adventure in the long
ages of the Hereafter. And as you think
how he has survived the putting away of
every part of the body a dozen times over,
you find it easier to understand the revelation
of Christ that he will survive the final putting
away of the whole body at death.

Now call up before you the dead face of
your friend on the battle-field, and then grip
with both Hands the fact that this life as he’
knew it is but one stage in God’s progressive
life-plan for him. And not the first stage
either. - Already he has had his pre-natal life,
* where the bones did grow in the womb of
her that was with child” That was his
first life: From that dull, lower existence he
passed through a great crisis into the higher
. life of earth with its new educative experi-
ences. . That, too, was but a preparatory
stage, the kmdergarten stage, ‘the caterpillar
stage, of his career. And what we call death,
-the end of this earth career, is revealed to us -
in Scripture as birth into a new and more
exciting career stretching away into the far
future, age after age, @on after eon, whose -
prospect should stir the very blood within us.
- God only knows how many stages there are
still before we reach *‘ unto the stature of the
full-grown man, even unto the stature of the

fulness of Christ.” -
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There. is nothing Whleh so. touches some - of
us as a thing with * ‘makings ” in it, a thing
with untold potentialities in it, a thmg which
may come in the future to God alone knows
‘what., Talk of the caterpillar which is to
develop into the butterfly, or the acorn which
shall one day be a mighty oak! Why, these -
miracles are but child’s play compared with
‘the miracles potentially wrapped up in this
mysterious self. No  wildest fairy-tale can
suggest the wonder of man’s possibilities as he
passes out into the new adventure of the life
vbeyond i

v = ‘
~ Death is the appointed gateway into that -
life beyond—the only way in. And we are- :
horribly afraid of it. 1 suppose it is only -
natural that we should shrink from being
launched against our will into the Unknown,
I suppose, if we had had intelligence enough -
to think about it, we should have been equally -
afraid of being launched at the crisis of birth,
into this unknown world where we are now.

And yet, ought we to be so afraid of death ? -
Has not Christ revealed to us that this terrible *
thing that we so fear for him who is gone
really only means that at the close of this

oor limited kindergarten stage of his history -
%eath has come—God’s beneficent angel—to
,; lead hlm into the next stage of belng Why
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'~ should we be afraid ? Birth gavc him much, ’
 death will give much more. FOR DEATH
MEANS BIRTH INTO A FULLER LIFE. What a
- fright he gives us, this good angel of God I;
- 'We do not trust hlS Master much. :
"~ Do you say that you do not know what is
~ before your friend—that it is a “leap off into

" the dark”? Have we not learned from

Seripture that it is much less of ““ dark > than
some of us thought ? And may it not be
much less of a “leap off ” than we think—
only a closing of the eyes here and an opening
~of them there? May not the birth into that
life be as simple as the birth into this? May
not our fright be like that of Don Qulxote
when blindfolded he hung by his wrist from
‘the stable window and they told him that a
tremendous abyss yawned beneath him? He
~is in terror of the awful fall. Maritornes cuts
the, thong with gladsome laughter, and the
gallant - gentleman falls—just four inches!
May we not believe that God reserves just as
blithesome a surprise for us when our time
comes to discover the simplicity, the agree-
‘ableness, the absence of any serlous change i in
what we call dying ? oK
"We have all noticed that expressx of
composed calm which eomes on the faces of -
the newly dead. Some say it is due to
muscular relaxation. Perhaps so. But per-
haps not. One likes to think it may be some-
thing more, Whe knows that it may not be
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misery and of his brothers danger on earth at

that moment. So actively alive are they all’

to him that he wants one of them to go back

to earth to tell his brothers about it. ,

Next I learn that each feels himself the same
continuous “I” that he was on earth.

- Lazarus feels himself the same Lazarus, Dives
feels himself the same Dives, the brother of
those five boys. .

Then ‘I read on Chrlst s authomty that
there is no break in memory. Of course
there could not be if I am still “L” But-
our Lord econfirms this. Lazarus remembers
Dives. Dives remempers Lazarus so well that

~he wants him to go back to convert his brothers.
‘Ay, he remembers /the brothers in the old
Jerusalem home, the five boys that grew up

* beside him. He remembers sorrowfully that

- they have grown to be selfish men like him-
self, perhaps through his fault. He is thinking
~ about them and troubling about them. And -
Abraham assumes this memory as a matter
“of course. ‘ My son, remember that thou in
. thy lifetime . . .”

- . Iread on, “Now he is comforted and thou
. art tormented.” That again is just what I
‘should expect. It is all quite natural, If
I” am still the same “1” in full, vivid,
-~ conscious life, in full memory of the past—
 if T have passed out of the mists of earth into
- the full light of the Eternal, where everything
Is«-fseen at lts full value, Where money counts
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for nothing and love counts for everything,
*it is of course natural that the good man
should feel comforted and the bad man should
“be tormented. ’

In the expression * carrled by the angels
into Abraham’s bosom *’ T think we have our
Lord’s indication that the poor soul does not
~“go out solitary into a great lone land. Perhaps
we have a suggestion also that Dives was the
better for the discipline of that new life.
Instead of the selfishness of his life on earth,
~ we have now, amid all his own trouble, anxiety
" for the welfare of his five brothers on earth.
But I am not concerned here with that. I
am looking only for indications of a conscious
life beyond death’s gateway.

We get another glimpse of that life in the
story of the Transfiguration, when Moses and
-Elias come out from that life to meet the Lord
and to speak with Him ** of His decease, which
- He should accomplish at Jerusalem ” (Luke
~ix. 81). - Does it not suggest at once the deep
 interest which they and their comrades, the

great souls within the Veil, were takmg in
the mighty scheme of Redemptlon that was
-~ being worked out on earth? Does it not
- suggest, that those in the spirit land are watch- -
ing our doings here ? Does it not help us to

- anticipate the joy in that wondrous life

when, straight from the Cross, Christ the
i tnumphant v1ctor e descended mto Hades 2
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(Apostles” Creed) to proclaim the glad news
to the dead (1 Peter iv. 18); to unfurl His
banner and set up His cross in the great world
of the departed ?

Our next hint comes when the Lord is dying
on the cross. The penitent thief is hanging
beside him. Death is drawing near. The
poor sinner is about to take the leap off into
the dark. He does not know what is before
him : darkness — unconsciousness — nothing-
ness—what ? He does not know. The only
one on earth who does know is on a cross
beside him. ‘ LORD, REMEMBER ME WHEN
TrHOU coMEST INTO *‘THY KINGDOM.” And
Jesus said : “To-DAY THOU SHALT BE WITH
Mg 1N Parapise.” Not in Heaven, but in
Paradise—the Jews’ word for the resting-place
of good men after death. Now, when one man
says to another at such a time, “To-day you
shall be with me,” surely it suggests * To-night,
when our dead bodies are hanging on the cross,
you and I will be living a full, conscious life,
and you will remember our acquaintance here
upon the earth ; we shall know each other as
the two who hung together this morning. on
Calvary.” ' o

Only three hours later the Lord passed in
Himself into that Unseen Land where the poor
thief had gone before Him. *“ Put to death
~in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit,” St.
. Peter tells us, He went in to proclaim good
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tidings to them that were dead (1 Peter iv. 18).
Surely these must have been alive -and con-
scious. This journey of Jesus was a most
prominent teaching in the early. Church and
has been embodied as an article of the Christian
faith: “ He descended into Hades.”

I am not discussing any of those questions
here. I am but offering you a few hints from
Scripture that ‘“the men who. died in battle”
have only moved on into a new stage of con-
~scious life and adventure,

VI

In the next chapter I mean to follow out
more fully the teaching of Scripture as to the
life beyond death’s dark gateway. I shall
try to distinguish between those who have
died in Christ’s faith and fear and those of
whom we dare not speak with any such
confidence. v
~To-day I confine myself to the common
thought that the young soldier who fell last

week on the battle-field is dead, his career
ended, his high promise unrealised, his life

- ~wasted. That is the origin of the heathenish

* symbol in our Mount Royal Cemetery, a
 broken pillar on a young man’s grave to indi-
~cate a life broken off incomplete. It is false !
- It is heathenish !
.~ Nay, brethren, the brave young life that you .
- loved on earth is not ended but moved on to
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~.“develop in. other and nobler Ways i am ot

- speaking lightly of this. My own ‘eldest boy
. 'is gone out into that life, and it never occurs
~ to me to thmk of his life as ended, or'to leave

him out of my thoughts or prayers any more

~ than when he was here. Keep your boy
2 always m your thoughts and prayers ‘

R He is not dead, the ‘child of your a.ffection, :
. But _gone:into. that school - L e
Where he no longer needs your poor proteetion, f
And Christ Hlmself doth rule.”

_ 'Think of your boy as serving at one side of

- the veil, and you at the other—each -in the

~ presence of Christ.  Think how' he is being

< lovingly trained and dlsclphned how all his
~ abilitiés are being used in self-sacnﬁcmg deeds

. in thanking God that he is safe, though his

for others. Not in a glorified selfishness,

.‘“".j.,brethrcn be lost. Ahno! butin perfect self-
.- sacrifice, even as his Lord. Think of him as v
' learning to ﬁght for righteousness, to. hclg the

. weak, ay, mayhap, to go out—God’

rave

- young knight—into the darkness after some
_ one who has missed Christ on earth. Realise

:imeet ‘his

- that, and ‘your whole life must perforce grow .
“And realise that you will not have to. -

bler.
. for the Resurrection or the Advent to

im and learn all. ’ ;
When your death comes he WlH be waltmg

j;;.for yom He has been praylng ‘and Watchm g.
‘er' you. 4 He will tell you of all that has -
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s becn happemng And together in Christ’s
loving presence you will work and wait and

- help your brethren and look forward to the

; Heaven that is still in the future. = -
_ Thank God for the blessed doctrine of thez :

" Paradise Life and for all His poor penitent °

_ servants departed this hfe in His falth and fear,.

SV

The news has just come in of the death |

- of England’s greatest soldier. Dead on the

-+ battle-field, though not in actual battle.~ A

" great soldier of England. A humble soldler;
~of Jesus Christ. For threescore years in

. many lands his sword has upheld the honour
- of the Empire. A few years ago he sent his
- soldier son to die for the old land. And now
- he has gone through to join his boy.. To him .
. has come the call to higher duty, perhaps as

~a soldier'still. When I read St. John’s vision -
of the warnor on the white horse whose
name is Faithful and True, and in rlghteous-;;
~ ness he doth make war, and the ‘armies of g
. 'heaven followed Him in white robes," I think
- soldiering of some kind will be in fashlon even -
. there. b
. While all England is moumlng our hero ¥
to-day, be has gone through into a larger life.
- And he carries with him all the high qualities !

. 'he has won through sixty years of soldiering;
all the trea.sures of dxsclplmed powers, of
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enlarged capacity of a brave and loving heart;
all the ennobling of character which has come
through the struggle after right and duty.

Think you God will not use these in the land -

of the Hereafter ? Nay,

¢ We doubt not that for one so true
God will have other nobler work to do.
Surely for him high service waits though earth’s last fight
~ is fought:
God did not give that martial soul to end at last in naught ;
That steadfast soldier heart was not for this brief life alone:
"Tis as a soldier he will stand before the Great White Throne."
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H—THE LIFE BEYOND
I

WE have been trying to study the meaning
Y  of death, trying with dim eyes to peer
through its dark gateway. - But we must not
deldy at death. Death is a very small thing in
comparison with What comes after it—that won-

derful, wonderful, woniderful world into which

death ushers us. Turn away from the face
of your dead. Turn away from the house of
clay which held him an hour ago. The house
is empty, the tenant is gone. He is away
alreally, gasping in the unutterable ,wonder
of the new experience. '
© i *0 change ' stupendous change |
-+ There lies the soulless clod.
“The light eternal breaks,

_'The new immortal wakes, P
Wakes with his God 1"

O, the wonder of it to him at first ! Years
: ago I met with a story in a sermon by Canon
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Liddon. An old Indian officer was telling of
his battles—of the Indian Mutiny, of the most
striking events in his professional career; and
as he vividly described the skirmishes and,
battles and sieges and hair-breadth escapes,
his audience hung breathless in sympathy and
excitement. At last he paused; and to their
,exiprcssmns of wonderment: he quxetly replied,

expect to see something much more won-
derful than that.” As he:was over seventy,
ard retired from the service, his listeners
looked up into his face with surprise. There
was a pause; and then he said, in a solemn
undertone, “ I mean in the first five minutes
after death.”

That story caught on to me instantly.
That has been for years my closest feeling. I
feel it at every deathbed as the soul passes
through. I believe it will be my strongest
feeling when my own death-hour comes—
eager, intense, glad curiosity about the new,
strange warld opemng before me.

1
As soon as we try to peer further into the
vista beyond we are up against a difficulty.
Our thoughts must be confused unless at start-
mg we make a clear distinction between :—
(i) Those who have died in the fear and
" love of God; and
(ii)) Those for whom we are afraid.
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Here we shall assume that our departed one
died in Christ’s faith and fear. Later we shall
think of the others.

Also for further clearness let me here point
out WHAT SORT OF KNOWLEDGE WE CAN HAVE
AND WHAT SORT OF ENOWLEDGE WE CANNOT
HAVE about that life. It may help. you not
to expect the impossible.

You desire to know two things about the
Unseen World.

First—You desire to know the real life of ‘
the “I” himself—consciousness, thought,
memory, love, happiness, penitence, and such-
like.

Secondly—You desire to know his outward
surroundings, so as to picture to yourself
his life in that world. That is what gives the
interesting touch to your knowledge of your
friend’s life in a foreign land on earth. '

Now the first of these is the really important
knowledge, and SUCH KNOWLEDGE YOU CAN
HAVE and you can understand because it is of
the same kind as the knowledge you already
have of him on earth. If you are told of full
consciousness there, of memory there, of love
or hatred there, of happiness or pain there, of
joy or sorrow there, you can easily under-
stand it. You have had experience of the like
here,

But the second——the knowledge of the out-
ward environment there—what we shall be
like, how that world will appear, how we shall
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live and move and have our being in a spmtual
existence—all that deeply interesting know-
ledge which 1mag1nat10n could use to picture
that life and bring it before US——THAT WE CAN-
NOT HAVE. It is not ossuble, Wlth our limited
faculties and hrmtedp experience. = We could
not be taught it. We have no faculties to
take it in_hand, no experience to aid us in
realising it. A blind man cannot _picture
colours to himself, a deaf man cannot imagine
music. It is not that we are unwilling to
teach him, but that $is limited faculties prevent
him from taking in the idea. Imagine yourself
trying to tell a blind, deaf man about the lovely
_sunset or the music of the birds. We, shut
up in these human bodies, are the blind, deaf
~-men  in God’s glorious universe, Some of
- our comrades have moved into the new life
beyond, where the eyes of the blind are opened
. and the ears of the deaf are unstopped But
~we have no power of even imagining what
‘their wondrous experience is like.
. I suppose that 1s the reason why we have
‘no deseription of Paradise or Heaven except
in earthly imagery of golden streets and gates
of pearl. I suppose that is why St. Paul
 could not utter what he saw when in some
-.trance condition he was caught up into Para-

. dise. I suppose, too, that was why Lazarus -

‘ ":could tell nothing of his marvellous four days
in the Unseen
Be content, then, wlth What you can know. -
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“Don’t: cry  for the moon. Follow your de-
parted in thought and realise what Scrlpture ‘
. teaches you about him.

m '

What does it teach you ?
- First that IT I8 A VIVID, CONSCIOUS hfe into

“which he has gone.

. 'There are some passages in Scrlpture which
speak of death as sleep, and which taken
alone might suggest a long unconsciousness,
a sort of Rip Van Winkle life, sleeping for

* thousands of years and waking up in a moment

at the Judgment Day, feeling as if there had

been no interval between. But a little thought
will show it is a mere ﬁgure of speech taken
from the sleeping appearance of the body.
- *“The sleep of death” is a very natural ex-
~ pression to use as one looks on the calm,
~ peaceful face after life’s fitful fever and the

ong pain and sickness of the death-bed. But

no one can study the Bible references to the .
life beyond without seeing that it cannot be
a life of sleep or unconsciousness.: ‘Shall
we sleep between death and the judgment 77

-asks 'Tertullian ; Why, souls do not sleep
even when men are alive. It is the province
of bodies: to sleep.” This sleep theory has

- always been condemned whenever the Church
"has’ pronounced on it. Even the Reformers
- declare it at variance with Holy Seripture,
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in spite of the strong feeling in its favour in
their day.*

You who have followed thus far need no
proof as to the teaching of Scripture that the
Waiting Life before the Judgment into which
your dear ones have gone is no unconscious
sleep, but a real, vivid, conscious life. ~So vivid
that our Lord’s Spirit is said to have been
quickened, made more alive, as He passed in.
So vivid that the men of the old world could
listen to His preaching. So vivid that Moses
and Elias—those eager, impetuous leaders—in
that wondrous life could not be held by itsbonds,
but broke through to stand on the mountain
with Christ a thousand years after their death.
So vivid that Lazarus (whom our Lord de-
scribes as in Abraham’s bosom) is depicted as
living a full, clear, intelligent life, and Dives
as thinking anxiously about his five brothers
on earth.

" That was surely no unconscious life which
St. Paul saw when he was caught up into
Paradise and heard unspeakable things, nor
was it a blank unconsciousness that he looked
for in his'desire “ to depart and be with Christ,
- which is far better,” (Phil. i. 23). :

‘Do you want further proof ? Look at our
Lord and the thief on the cross. *“To-day,” said
% Our *“39 Articles ” were originally 42, and the 40th ran:
“'They which say that the souls of those who depart hence.
do sleep, being without all sense, feeling, or perceiving till

the Day of Judgment, . . . do. utterly dissent from the right
‘beliof declared to us in Holy Scripture.”
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Jesus, “thou shalt be with Me.”” To-night,
‘when our dead bodies are hanging upon the
cross, you and I will be together. And surely
it means we shall be conscious of each other
as the two who hung dying together on Calvary.
Beyond all question God has revealed to
you plainly enough that your beloved has
gone into a full, vivid, conscious life. He is
more alive to-day than he ever was on ea,rth

- What follbws? This. If I am fully con-
scious, what am I conscious of ? Surely, first
of all I must be conscious of myself, conscious
of the continuity of my personal identity,
conscious of the continuity of my personal
character. I must feel that I am the same
“L” I am still *“ myself.” You remember
what our Lord said from the other side of the
grave : ‘‘ Handle Me and see it is I MYSELF.”

It is I myself, the very same self. It is
they themselves, the very same selves whom
I loved and who loved me so dearly. In that
solemn hour after death, believe it, your boy,
your wife, your husband who is experiencing
the startling revelations of the new life, is
feeling that life as an unbroken continuance of
‘the life begun on earth. Only the environ-
ment is changed. He feels himself the same |
boy or man that he was an hour ago, with
the same character, aspirations, desires, the
same love and courage and hope. But oh,
what a different view of all things! How
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clearly he recognises God’s love and holiness !
‘How clearly he sees himself—his whole past
‘life ! If‘ever he cared for Christ and His will,
-how - longingly, wonderingly, he is reachmg
out to Him! If ever he loved you tenderly
on earth, how deeply and tenderly he is
lovmg you to-day !

What else have you Iearned ? That =HE
REMEMBERS CLEARLY the old life and the old
home and the old comrades and the old scenes
on earth. There is no conjecturlng about
that. That goes without saying if “I” am
the same “I” in that world. Personal
‘identity of course postulates memory which
.binds into one the old life and the new. And
‘the Bible takes that for granted. We saw
that Lazarus remembered Dives, and that
Dives remembered Lazarus and remembered
his old home and the five young brothers

- who grew up with him. He remembers that

- they have grown to be selfish men like himself,
and is troubled for them. And Abraham
assumes it as a matter of course :—** My son,
remember that thou in thy lifetime,” ete.
Our Lord comes back from death remembering
all the past as if death made no chasm at all
in His memory. “ Goand meet Me in Galilee,”

~ He says. “Lo, I have told you” (before I
died). ' The redeemed in the future life are re-
ﬁresented as remembering and praising God who
‘had redeemed them from their sins on earth
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So yoti may be quite sure that your dear
- one is remembering you and storing up in
. his memory all ‘your love i in the past

- And he has taken with him all the treasures

of mind and soul which by God’s grace he has
won for himself on earth. A man ecan take
nothing of the external things—of gold or
lands. Nothing of what he mas, but all of
- what he 1s—all that he has gained IN HIMSELF.
- The treasures of memory, of disciplined powers,
of enlarged capacities, of a pure and loving
heart. All the enrichment of the mind by
- study, all the love of man, all the love of God,
all the ennobling of character which has come
through the struggle after .right and duty.
These are the true treasures which go onwith -
us into that land where neither rust nor moth
doth corrupt. ,

And he is “ wrte CHRIST.”
~ The Bible teaches that the faithful who have
died in Christ are happy and blest in Paradise,
even though the Final Heaven and the Beatific
. Vision are still but things to be longed for far.
off in the future. Lazarus is ‘ comforted
‘after his hard life on earth. * The souls of
the righteous are in the ha.nds of God; there
~shall no torment touch them.” * Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord . . . they rest
- from their labours.” But best of all it assures
- us that they are wite CHRIST. *‘ Lord Jesus
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receive my splnt ” the dying Stephen prayed
as he was passing into the Unseen. They are
* absent from the body,” says St. Paul,  at
home with the Lord.” They * depart to be
with Christ, which is far better.”

“With Christ.” One has to write care-
fully here. The full vision of the divine
glory and goodness and love is reserved for
the final stage of existence in Heaven, where
nothing that defileth shall enter in, wheveas
this IntermediateLife is one with many im-
perfections and faults, quite unready for that
vision of glory. But, for all that, St. Paul
believed that the presence of Christ was
vouchsafed in that Waiting Land, in some such -
way, We may suppose, as on earth long ago.
Only an imperfect revelation of the Son of
God. And yet—and yet—oh, how one longs
for it! Think of being near Him, even in
some such relation as were the disciples long
ago!

“ I think when I read that sweet story of old,
o When Jesus was here among men,

How He calléd little children as lambs to His fold,
I shoul'd like to ha.ve been with Him then 1 ”

Yes, St. Paul seems to say, you shall be
with Him, you shall have that longing grati-
fied in some measure even before you go to
Heaven. So that Paradise, poor and im-
perfect as it is compared with the Heaven
beyond, is surely a state to be greatly desired.

I can imagine some mourner shrinking from
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the thought that Paradise, into which his dear
-one has gone, is not the final Heaven. Nay,

- shrink not. Paradise means the Park of

. God, the Garden of God, the place of rest and
peace and refreshing shade. - The park is not
- the palace, but it is the precincts of the palace.
-+ Paradise is not Heaven, but it is the courtyard
of Heaven. And (the dearest, tenderest assur-
.. ance of all) they are with Christ. Is not that
. sufficient answer to many questions ? At any
‘rate the Bible definitely teaches that.

2 Publishers’ Note—This whole subject of. the Life Beyond
~ is fully dealt with in the writer’s ““ Gospel of the Hereafter
+ 15th edition. (Hodder & Stoughton, 2s. 64. net.)
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" II—THE LIFE BEYOND (continued)
I

JHALL WE KNOW ONE ANOTHER IN THAT
) LIFE? Why not? As George Macdcnald
somewhere pertinently asks, “Shall we be
- greater fools in Paradise than we are here ? ”’
. This is a perfectly apt retort, and not at

il flippant, as it may seem at first. It is
_based on the belief suggested by common
ense; and confirmed by Scripture that our
ife there will be the natural continuous develop-
ment of our life here, and not some utterly
connected existence. If consciousness, per-
nal identity, character, love, memory, fellow-
ip, intercourse go on in that life, why should
ere be a question raised about knowing one
other ?
If I am the same “ L,” the same person, still
ve, still conscious, stlll thinking, still re-
jmbermg, still loving, still longing for my
ar ones, still capable of intercourse with
hers, Why may I not WIthout definite proof
41

4
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essume the “fact of recognition'? Surely it
should require strong evidence to make me
~ believe the contrary. It is one thing to avoid
reckless assertions without any foundation,
it is quite another thing to have so little trust
~in God that we are afraid to make a fair in-
ference such as we would unhesitatingly make
in like conditions here—just because it seems
to us “ too good to be true.”” Nothing is too
- good to be true where God is concerned.

- Why, even if the Bible were to give you no
hint of it, do you not see that the deepest,
noblest instinets' that God has implanted in
us cry out for recognition of our departed ?
and where God is concerned it is not too much
to say that the deepest, noblest instincts are, -
in a sense, prophecies. This passionate affec-
tion, the noblest thing that God has im-
planted in us, makes it impossible to beliéve
- .that we should be but solitary, isolated spirits
amongst a crowd of others whom we did not
know—that we should live in the society of
happy souls- hereafter and never know that
~ the spirit next us was that of a mother or

-husband or. friend or child. We. know that -
the Paradise and earth lives come from the
- same God, who is the same always. - Into this
~life He never sends us alone. There is the
« mother’s love waiting and the family affection
. around us; and, as we grow older, love and

- friendship and association with others are one
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- of the great needs and pleasures of life, and
“one of the chief means of training the higher
~ side of us. Unless His method changes we
" may surely hope that He will do something
. similar hereafter, for love is the plant that
" must overtop all others in the whole Kingdom

. of God. -

7 Again, love and frlendshlp must be Love
AND FRIENDSHIP for soME ONE. If we do not
know any one, then we cannot love, and human
Tove must die without an object. But the Bible
‘makes it a main essential of the religious life that
‘he that loveth God loveth his brother also.”
f we shall not know one another, why then
s undying memory of departed ones, -this
ing void that is never filled on earth ?
las for us! for we are worse off than the
ower animals. The calf is taken from the
ow, the kittens are taken from their mother,
d in a few days they are forgotten. But
he poor human mother never forgets. When
er head is bowed with age, when she has for-
ten nearly all else on earth, you can bring
+“tears into her eyes by speakmg of the
hild that died in her arms forty years ago.
i God disappoint that tender love, that
gpreme “thing which is “the most hke
in the soul ) T

'II

There can be no real reason, I rcpeat for
ubtmg the fact of recogmtlon, unless the

“_, —:-*'c.
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Bible should distinctly state the contrary.
And, so far from doing this, the Bible, in its
very few references to the hereafter life, always
seems to assume the fact, and never in any way
contradicts it.

Notice first the curiously persistent formula
in which Old Testament chroniclers speak of
death. ‘ He died in a good old age and was
gathered unto his people, and they buried
him.” “ Gathered unto his people” can
hardly mean burial with his people, for the
“burial is mentioned after it. It comes between
the dying and the burial. And I note that
even at Moses’ burial on the lone mountain-
top this phrase is solemnly used ; “ The Lord
-sald unto him, Get thee up into the mount,
and die in the mount, AND BE GATHERED TO
THY PEOPLE.” Miriam was buried in the
distant. desert, Aaron’s body lay on the slopes
‘of Mount Hor, and the wise little mother who
made the ark of bulrushes long ago had found
‘a grave, I suppose, in the brickficlds of Egypt.
Did it not mean that he came baok to them all
in the Life Unseen when he was ‘“ gathered to
his people ” ?

David seemed to think that he would know
~his dead child: “I shall go to him, but he -
shall not return to me.’

Our Lord assumes that Dives and Lazarus
knew each other. And in another passage
He uses a very homely illustration of a friendly
gathering when He speaks of those who shall

~
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% sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
.~ in the kingdom.” And again, in His advice
about the right use of riches: *‘ Make to
 yourselves friends by the means of the mam-
- mon of unrighteousness, that when ye die
‘they may receive you into the everlasting:

‘habitations ” (Luke xvi. 9). Surely that at
- least suggests recognition and a pleasant
*welcoming on the other side. I remember

~ well how, in the pain of a great bereavement,

" His words to the penitent thief came into my
" life like a message from the Beyond: * To-
- day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” If
~-anybody knew, surely Jesus knew. If His
-~ ~words meant anything, surely they meant we
 ‘shall be conscious of each other, we shall
“.‘know each other as did the two friendless ones
- “who hung on the cross together.

.° Then I see St. Paul (though he is referring
~te the later stage of existence) comforting
‘. beréaved mourners with the thought of meet-
.ing those whom Christ shall bring with Him,
- Where would be the comfort of it if they should
~not know them? He expects to meet his
i converts and present them to Christ. How
could he say this if he thought he would not
know them ? :

I wonder if anybody really doubts it after
all. Just think of it! With Christ in Para-
- ‘dise, and not knowing or loving any comrade
~. sSoul! Is that possible in the land of love ?
" 'With our dear onés in Paradise, and never a
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thrill of rec0gmtlon as we touch in spiritual
intercourse the mother, or wife, or husband,
or child for whose presence we are longing !
Cannot you imagine our wondering joy when
;our questionings are set at rest? - Cannot you

imagine the Lord in His tender reproach, “ O
thou of little faith, Wherefore didst thou

doubt 7

When a mother asks how can she know him
who died as a child twenty years ago, one feels
that recognition must be something spiritual
and not depending on visible shape. Even
here on earth much of our recognition is -
gmtua.l Soul recognises soul.” We recog- -

e in some degree good and evil character
‘of souls even through the céarse covering of
the body. We instinctively, as we say, trust
or distrust people on first appearance. Or
-again, a slight young stripling goes away to
India and returns in twenty years a big,
bearded, broad-shouldered man, with prac-
~ tically no outward resemblance to the. boy
~ that went away. But even though he strive
to conceal his identity he cannot hide it long -
from his mother. She looks into his eyes and -
her soul leaps out to him. , Call it instinet, .
mSIght intuition, sympathy——what youplease— '
it is the spiritual vision, soul recognising soul.
If that spiritual vision apart from - bodily

+._shape plays so great a part in recognition here,

“may it not be all-sufﬁment there ? - In tha.t‘
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_;hfe ‘where there is consciousness, character,
- memory, love, longing for our dear ones, and
. power of communication, is it concelvablc
 that we should have intercourse with our
loved and logpged-for, without any thrill of

~.recognition ? Surely not. Instmctlvely we

- shall know. ,
b “It was not, mother, that I knew thy face—
It was my heart that cried out Mother 5

S Ix

We pass on to consider the relations be-
.}tween ourselves and our departed ones. Do
- they know now of our life on earth ? - Can
- there be between us comradeship in any sense ?
- Can there be love and care and.sympathy and
. prayer between us on these two sides of the
- grave, as there is between friends on earth on
: ‘the two sides of the Atlantic ?

.- 'The Church says yes, and calls it in her
,,”,Crecd the Communion of Saints. The Com-
- mupion of Saints—a very grand name, but
it means only a very simple thing—just loving
sympathy between us and these elder brothers
‘,,i'f'«and sisters beyond the grave.

-+ “You see-that it is a promment doctrine of
Church’s ‘Creed, and, rightly understood,

. 1tis a very beautlful and touchmg doctrme——-'
'not. only because of the union of fellowship
_with our departed, but especially because
‘the bond of that union and fellowship is our
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dear Lord Himself, whom we and they alike
love and thank and praise and pray to and
~worship, and from whom we and they alike
derive the Divine sustenance of our souls. ,

Yes, you say, that is a beautiful thought.
But is that all ? My poor heart is craving for
more communion than that. Do they know
or care about my love and sorrow to-day ?
" And are they helping me ? ~Are they praying
for me to that dear Lord whom we both love
—in whose presence we both stand to-day ?
And can I do anything for them on my side
in this “ Communion of Saints ” ?

Do they pray for us or help us in any way ?
Does any one need to ask that question ?

Since they are with Christ, of course they
pray. The world to come is ‘the very atmos-
phere of prayer. St. John in his vision tells
of ‘“the offering of the golden vials full of
odours which are the prayers of the saints ”
(Rev. v. 8). And again, three chapters later,
; the angel stood to offer the prayers of all
saints upon the golden altar.

Can you imagine your mother, who never
went to bed here without earnest prayer for .
her boy, going into that life with full conscious-
ness and full memory of the dear old home on
earth, and never a prayer for her boy rising
to the altar of God ?

Why, even the selfish Dives, after death,
could not help praying for his brothers!
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Ay, she is praying for you. I think
- amongst. the most precious prayers before the

golden altar are the mother’s prayers for her
o boy Who is left behind on earth.

But, you say, She does not know anything
about my life-or my needs on earth. Even if
she did not know, she would surely pray for
you. But I am not so sure that she does not
know. ' There are several hints in Seripture to
suggest that she does know—hints so strong
that if you are doing anything now that she
would like, I should advise you to keep on
doing it, and if you are doing anything now

~that you would not wish her to know, I would

advise you to stop.doing it.
Our Lord represents Abraham as knowing

~all about Moses and the prophets, who came

- a thousand years after his time (Luke xvi. 29).

Our Lord distinctly tells the Jews that

Abraham in that life knew all about His

- mission on earth. * Your Father Abraham

rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was
glad ”’ (John viii. 56).
. At the Transfiguration, too, Moses and

~ Flias came out from that Waiting Life to

~speak with Christ of His decease which He

should accomplish at Jerusalem. Does it not

‘suggest at once that they and their great
~comrades within the veil were watching eagerly

and knowing all about the life of Christ and

- the great crisis of man’s redemption toward
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‘which they had been Workmg on earth long
years. ago ?

~ The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
apparently believed that our departed ones
were watching our course, for after a long list
of the great departed heroes of faith in olden
time he writes to encourage us in the race on
earth:  “ Seeing that we are encompassed
about w1th so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and run with patience
the race that is set before us” (Heb. xii.).

‘And though the word * witnesses ”’ here may
be ambiguous, all our best commentators
(including Bishop Westcott) admit that the
picture suggested is that of the runners in
the amphitheatre on earth, and the galleries
of creation erowded with sympa’chetlc watchers
like the ‘“ old boys” of a great English school
coming back at the annual school games to
cheer on the lads, remembermg how they them-
selves had run Iong ago in the very same fields.
‘ v ’

But, somebody says, she might not be quite
happy if she knew all that her children had
to go through. Seeing that at any rate she |,
remembers them, do you think she would
‘be more happy if she knew that they might
~have to- go through troubles of which she
could not learn anything ? Put yourself in
the ‘place of any mother that you know, and
-ask If it- would make her any happier to stop
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all letters about her cmldren who she felt
ight be in danger or trouble. Are you quite
re that in that spirit life a peaceful content-
ent like that of the cow who forgets her calf
the highest thing to be desired ? 'The higher.
any soul grows on earth the less can it escape
nselfish sorrow for the sake of others. Must
not be so in that land also? Surely the
ighest Himself must have more sorrow than
y one else for the sins and troubles of men.
ave you ever thought of that * eternal pain ”
of God ? If there be joy in His presence over
one sinner that repenteth, must there not be pain
in His presence over one that repenteth not ?
There are surely higher things in God’s plans
. “for His saints than mere selfish happiness and
. content. There is the blessedness that comes
o of sympathy with Him over human sorrow or
. pain. e but degrade the thought of the
" blessedness of the redeemed when we desire
hat they should escape that.

.+ And it is a strong confirmation of that belief
~ when I find it the belief of the great bishops
and teachers of the early Church in its purest
d most loving days, the days nearest to
ose of Christ and His apostles.

St. Cyprian, the martyr bishop of Carthage,
ho was born in the century-after St. John’s
“death (A.p. 200), made an agreement with
~'his: friend Cornelius that whichever of them
- ‘died first should in the Unseen Land remember
i iprayer him who was left behind.
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St. Gregory Nazianzen is preaching the
funeral sermon of St. Basil. ‘ He still prays
for the people,” he says, “for he did not so

leave us as to have left us altogether.” And

in his funeral sermon over his own father: “I
am satisfied that he accomplishes there now
by his prayers more than he ever did by his |
teaching, just in groportmh as he approaches
nearer to God after having shaken off the
fetters . of his body.”

I could give you long lists of references of
this kind showing the belief of the early Church.

v

But sympathy and prayer must not be on
one side only. It must be mutual in the
Communion of Saints—they remembering
and loving and thinking about us, we remem-
bering and loving and thinking about them ;
they asking from' their Lord blessing for us,
we asking from Him blessing for them. For
surely they are not above wanting His bless-
~ ings still—not even the best of them=-though
safe with Him, though forgiven their sins,
they are still imperfect, still needing to grow
in grace, in purification, in fitness for the Final
Heaven by and by. And we can help their
growth as they can help ours. - :

I think we should all be happier and better, -
I think the Unseen World ‘would come back
more clearly on our horizon, if we kept our
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dea.r ones in our prayers as we used to do
before they died. Do not keep any hidden
chambers in your heart shut out from Christ.
- Bring your dear departed ones to Him as you

. bring all else to Him. He knows what is
. best for them. Pray only for that. Pray
- *Lord, help them to grow closer to Thee.
. Help them if it may be, to help others, and
- make’ ‘them happy in Thy great klngdom
~until we meet again.” Pray something like
‘that. Oh, how can you help doing it, if you
. love them and believe in prayer !

i ‘“How can I cease to pray for thee ¥ Somewhere
¢ In God’s wide universe thou art to-day.

Can He not reéach thee with His tender care ?

Can He not hear me when for thee I pray ?
Somewhere thou livest and hast need of Him,
Somewhere thy soul sees higher heights to climb,
And somewhere, too, there may be valleys dim
Which thou must pass to reach the heights sublime.
Then all the more because thou canst not hear
Poor human words of blessing will I pray.

o« Q¥ true, brave heart, God bless thee, whereso’er

‘o In Gods wide universe thou art to-day !”

There is much more to learn if there were
e for it to-day. Hints as to growth and
ification in that life. Hints as to unselfish
jstry for others. But probably I have
id enough to set you thinking and, I hope, to.
you studying the subject for yourselves.
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. IV—THE MEN FOR WHOM WE ARE AFRAID
il .

TP to this we have been ignoring a large
' proportion of the men who died in battle.
o avoid misunderstanding we have kept in
view those only of whom we had hopes that
. they died in the fear and love of God. But
. there is no evading the thought that between
" ‘these and the utterly reprobate there are
'many who belong to 'neither class—mixed
'/ characters in all varying degrees of good or
~evil, Of many of them it could be said that
* “those who knew them best saw much that was
. gdod and lovable in them. But it could not be
. 'said that they had consciously and definltely
. chosen for Christ.

" They must form the majority of those
“whose bodies lie to-day beneath the battle-
fields of France. Therefore one cannot help
wondering about them. One day death over-
took them. The thought of them comes
forcibly when some morning the newspapers

57 5
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startle us with the story of an awful carnage
in which thousands have passed out of life
in a moment, and the horror of the catastrophe
- is deepened by the thought that they have
‘been called away suddenly, unprepared.

What of their position in the Life Beyond ?
Our Christian charity prompts us to hope. the
best for them, all the more because they have
died fighting bravely for their country. But
are we justified in hoping ? It is impossible
for thoughtful, sympathetic men to evade that
question. It is cowardly to evade it. At any
rate a sermon on the men who died in battle
can hardly pass aver altogether the thought of
the majority, and it cannot be wrong for us
to think about them humbly and reverently.

I

First, I point out to you the solemn respon-
sibility of this earth life, in which Acts make
Habits, and Habits make Character, and Char-
acter makes Destiny. I am about to point
out the grave probability, to say the least of
it, that In a very real sense this life may be
the sole probation time: for man. But this
‘does not close the question of the poor bereaved
mother weeping for her dead son: *“If any
soul-has not in penitence and faith definitely
accepted Jesus Christ in this life, is it for ever
iifp‘?s,?ible that he may do so in any other

e ~
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/.»-1 answer unhesitatingly, God forbid! else
- what of all the dead children down through the
' ages, and all the dead idiots, and all the
. tnillions of dead heathen, and all the poor
- sinners in Christian lands who in their dreary,
- dingy lives had never any fair chance of know-
~ing their Lord in a way that would lead them
 to love Him, and who have never even thought
- -dbout accepting or rejecting Him ?  Shall not
_ -the Judge of all the earth do right 7 Shall not
‘. the loving Father do His best forall ? Our Lord
.~ knew that if the mighty works done in Caper-
.naum had been done in Tyre and Sidon they
would have repented. Does He not there
. .suggest that He would take thought for those
- men of Tyre and Sidon in the Unseen Land ?
- Does He not know the same of many gone
-~ into that Unseen Life from heathen lands and
. Christian lands, who would have loved Him
- ~if they knew Him as He really is, and who
- have but begun to know Him in the world of
- the dead—of many who in their ignorance
- have tried to respond to the dim light of Con-
' 'seience within, and only learned within the
- veil really to know Him, the Lord of the Con-
~geience, * the light which lighteth every man
ming into the world ” (John i. 9).
... Here is no question of encouraging careless,
- godless men with the hope of a new probation.
- Here is no question of men wilfully rejecting
' Christ. The merry, thoughtless child—the
" -imbecile—the heathen—had no thought of
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rejecting Christ. The poor sinner in Christian
lands brought up in evil surroundings, who,
though he had heard of Christ, yet saw no trace
of Christ in his dreary life, cannot be said to
have rejected Christ. The honest sceptic, who
in the last generation had been taught as a
prominent truth of Christianity that God de-
crees certain men to Eternal Heaven and
certain men to Eternal Hell, not for any good
~ or evil they have done, but to show His power
and glory, and who had therefore in obedience
to conscience frankly rejected Christianity —
can he be said to have rejected Christ ?

The possibility.in this life of putting oneself
outside the pale of salvation is quite awful
enough, without our making it worse. It is
not for us to judge who is outside the pale of
salvation, nor to limit the love of God by our
little shibboleths. It is on a man’s wiLL, not
on his knowledge or ignorance, that destiny
depends. God only can judge that. All the
subtle influences which go to make character
are known to Him alone. He alone can weigh
the responsibility of the will in any particular
case. And surely we know Him well enough
humbly to trust His love to the uttermost for
every soul whom He has created.

IIX

But this hope must not ignore the solemn
thought that in a very real sense the proba-
tion of this life seems the determining factor
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in human destiny—even for the unthinking,
even for the ignorant — nay, even for the
heathen who could never have heard of Christ
here. Rightly understood, all that I have said
" 'does mot conflict with this. It may seem
strange at first sight to think of the heathen
as having any real probation here. Yet,
mark it well, it is of this heathen man whe
could not consciously have accepted Christ
in this life that St. Paul implies that his
attitude in the Unseen Life towards Him who
.is the Light of the world is determined by
his attitude in this life towards the imperfect
light of conscience that he has: ‘“If the
Gentiles who have not the Law do by nature
the things contained in the Law, these having
not the Law are a law unto themselves, which
. show the works of the Law written in their
hearts, their conscience bearing witness”
(Rom. ii. 14).

We may assume that St. Paul means that
the heathen man who in this life followed the
dim light of his conscience is the man who
will rejoice in the full light when it comes,
and that the man who has been wilfully shut-
ting out that dim light of conscience here is
thereby rendering himself less capable of
accepting the fuller light when he meets it
hereafter. In other words, this life is his
probation—he is forming on earth the moral
bent of his future life.

We may assume the same of men in similar
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conditions in Christian lands, men brought up
amid ignorance and crime, men brought up in
infidel homes, men to whom Christ has been
so unattractively presented that they saw no
beauty in Him, men who in the squalid mono-
tony of the struggle for bread had little to make
them think of Christ at all. They all have
the light of God in some degree, and, by their
attitude towards the right that they know,
are determining on earth their attitude towards
God in the Hereafter,..They are forming
character, and character tends to permanence.

The “ outer darkness,” it would seem, comes
not from absence of light, but from blindness
of sight. The joy of Heaven is impossible
to the unholy, just as is the joy of beautiful
scenery to the blind or the joy of exquisite
music to the deaf. Probation in this life
simply means that in this first stage of his
being a man either is or is not blinding his
eyes and dulling his ears and hardening his
heart so as to make himself incapable of
“higher things in the life to come.

v

If, then, it be possible even for a heathen
to have in this life sufficient probation to
determine his attitude towards God for ever,
how much mare for a man in the full light of
Christianity. In view of this the great law
of life, that CHARACTER TENDS TO PERMANENCE,
may it not be awfully true that a man who,
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" with true knowledge of Christ, wilfully and de-
liberately turns from Him all through this
life, should thus render himself incapable of
turning to Him in any other life ? With true
knowledge of Christ, 1 say, not with knowledge
of some repulsive misrepresentation of Christ.
For think what it means to reject Christ
wilfully, with true knowledge of Him :

 His voice still comes as we tramp on,
With a sorrowful fall in its pleading tones :
‘Thou wilt tire in the dreary ways of sin.
I left My home to bring thee in.
In its golden street are no weary feet,
Its rest is pleasant, its songs are sweet.’
And we shout back angrily, hurrying on
To & terrible home where rest is none :
- *We want not Your city’s golden street,
Nor to hear its constant song.’ )
And still Christ keeps on loving us, loving all along.

* Rejected still, He pursues each one:
. *My child, what more could thy God have done ?
Thy sin hid the light of Heaven from Me
When alone in the darkness I died for thee ;
Thy sin of to-day in its shadow lay
Between My face and One turned away.’
And we stop and turn for a moment’s space
To fling back that love in the Saviour’s face,
To give His heart yet another grief,
And glory in the wrong.
And still Christ keeps on loving us, loving all along.”

Is it hard to believe that a man thus knowing
Christ and wilfully rejecting Him should
thereby risk the ruin of his soul ? Can we not
recognise this awful law of life: that wilful
sin against light tends to darkening of the
- light—that every rejection of God and good
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draws blood, as it were, on the spiritual retina
—that a life of such rejections of the light
tends to make one incapable of receiving the
light for ever ? ‘

If this be so, it is not at all fair to misrep-
resent it by saying that God cruelly stereotypes
a man’s soul at death and will refuse him per-
mission to repent after death, however much
he may want to. The voice of the Holy Ghost
* within tells us that this could never be true
of the Father. We must believe that through
all eternity, if the worst sinner felt touched
by the love of God and wanted to turn to Him,
that man would be saved. What we dread is
that the man may not want, and so may have
rendered himself incapable of doing so. We
dread not God’s will, but the man’s own will.

Character tends to permanence. Free will
is a glorious but a dangerous prerogative. All
experience leads towards the belief that a
human will may so distort itself as to grow
incapable of good. Even a character not hard-
ened into permanent evil may grow incapable
of the highest good. A soul even forgiven
through the mercy of God may™enter into
life halt and maimed,” like a consumptive
patient cured of his disease but going through
life with only one lung.

v

Though the Bible does not give an abso-
lutely definite pronouncement on this question
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yet the whole trend of its teaching leads to
the belief that this life is our probation time.
It everywhere calls for immediate repentance.
It warns men of the danger of so rejecting
Christ as to render themselves incapable for
- ever of receiving Him. And this has been the
general belief of the Church in all ages. Even
in all the hopeful words of the ancient fathers
about Christ preaching to the spirits in prison,
who in the dark old-world days ‘‘ had some-
time been disobedient,” they add some such
significant phrase as * that He might convert
those who were capable of turning to Him.”

And human experience of character tending
to permanence makes this fact of human
probation awfully probable. There is nothing
in Scripture, nor in its interpretation by the
Church, nor in human experience, to conflict
with the statement that in this life Acts make
Habits, and Habits make Character, and Char-
acter makes Destiny.

What new discoveries of God’s power and
mercy may await us in eternity we cannot
know, but from all we do know we are justified
in thinking that (in the sense which I have
stated) a man’s life in this world determines
his destiny—at any rate that a man who pre-
sumes recklessly on chances in the future is
taking terrible risks.

The Bible gives no encouragement to hope
that one who with full knowledge of Christ
keeps on wilfully rejecting Him all through
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this life will be able to turn to Him in any
other life. :
VI

Yet we dare offer comfort to anxious
mourners grieving over careless and unsatis-
factory boys who are gone. We can tell them
that God only is the Judge of what constitutes
irrevocable rejection of good, that we cannot
tell who has irrevocably * done despite to the
Spirit of grace,” and that the deep love and
- pain of Christ for sinful man remains for ever
and ever. We may tell the poor mother that
her deep love and pain for her dead son is
but a faint shadow of the deep love and pain
of God—that no one will be surprised or
trapped in his ignorance—that no one will be
lost whom it is possible for God to save—that
no one will be lost until *“ the heavenly Father
has as it were thrown His arms around him
and looked him full in the face with the bright
eyes-of His love, and then of his own deliber-
ate will he would not have Him.”

Ay, and more than that we can say. “The
- wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
 the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it

cometh or whither it goeth. So is every one
born of the Spirit.” Let no man limit His holy
influence. Surely He is nearer to the hearts
of men when Death is every moment knocklng
at the door.

When I hear of a careless boy as he charges -
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. into battle ¢ putting up what he could remem-
- ber of alittle prayer,”” not for himself, but for the
- dear old mother at home in case he should die,
~ —when I see him steadfastly facing death for
the sake of duty, or comforting the last moments
of a dying friend, I know that God is near him.
When I read of a man killed because he rushed
out amid a hail of bullets to bring in a wounded
comrade I feel that such deeds come but
through the Spirit of God, and I seem to hear
- the voice of Christ who died for men—* Greater
~love hath no man than this, that a man lay

down his life for his friend.”
~ And so I hope greatly, for I know not how

far that lovmg Spirit of God has gone with
that man’s soul. I would not make light of
life’s awful responsibility. I would not have
you encourage mere sentimental optimism.
But I would say to every poor troubled mother
to-day: Christ cares more than you -care.
Christ will at any rate do for your boy the
best that may be done for him. Christ will
not forget him., Trust Christ with him. '

“ Through all depths of pain and loss
Sinks the plummet of His Cross;

Never yet abyss was found
Deeper than that Cross could sound.”

So we leave them in His hands. Where
better could we leave them ?
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